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O Leave an ample teſtimony, againſt the 

many groſs and enormious tranſgreſſions, 

I have been guilty of fince-my infancy» 
would I'm confident, ſwell into a whole Vo- 

lumn ; moſt of which I have carried on 

with a high Hand and againſt much light: But 
that all Youth may be aware of themſelves, by my 

Example, leaſt by their going on in ſuch wicked 

courſes of Life, as I have done, (even before it plea- 

ſed an Infinite Deity to permit me to forſake bis di- 

vine precepts, and trample on his holy Laws; to 

which Vices I was enticed by frequenting bad com- 
pany) they provoke a holy and juſt God to abanden 

and tuffer them to fall into ſome great ins, (albeit I 

mu't acknowledge mine unparalelable,) which un- 

doubtedly, if they do, will carry them to ſuch diſ- 
grace and ignominy, as I juſtly ſuffer ; and that in 

view of the World; that I may be a terror to o- 

thers from ever entertaining ſuch horrid and barba- 

rous inclinations as I have done; as-by my follows 
ing declaration emitted to the Lords of | Juſticiary, 
will appear: I ſhall here only lay down a few cire 


cumſtances touching the ſhort tract of my Life; as 
follows, 6 
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J had the b de deſcended of Godly 2 
rents, eminent where they lived for Piety, (as | am 
for Impiety and Profanity ; which Practices I have 
mofily addicted to, ſince 1 came to Edinburgh, 
which is two years ago) who made it their concern, 
fully to difcharge their duty to all their children, 


but more eſpecially to me, their only Darling. But 


Oh! how. obftinate and rebellious a ſon, have I 

en, notwithſtanding of the many good admoni- 
tions and reproofs I have got, both of my dutiful 
Parents, and others of God's people ! So long as 
my Father lived, who was by death taken from me 
ten years ſince, I willingly received their good and 
"wholſom inſtruftion : And alfo after his Death, my 
dutifoul Mother war'd liberally on my Literature, 
12. in humanity, and what was further incumbent 
on her to do, for the diſcharge ot her duty ; but a- 
dove all, ſhe was very dilhgent to cauſe me haunt 
the company of the Godly, whereto by her perſwa- 
fion, fo long as I was in her ſight, 1 adbered : Not- 
withſtanding, by my corrupt inclinations, I refuſed 
to ſubmit myſelf to Chriſt's Yoke ; and thinking it 
a burden for my Spirit to be under ſuch ſubjection 
to her, and not to be allowed freedom, to be guilty 
of the wany Extravagances, I ſaw my Comrades, 
and moſt young Men enjoy, as I thought, with 
Weaſure, (But oh! ſuch pleaſures, to my fad ex- 
Perience, were ſweet in my Mouth, but more bitter 
in my Bowels!) and not to appear any way finguler 
in the World: by degrees | renounced that good 
Profeſſion, and drew Jig ity with Cords of Vanity, 
aud Sin ats with-a Cart Rope But feeivg, while 
in her company I could not have Freedom enough 
openly to avow ſuch Practices; I reſolved to go to 
an Employment ; and ſhe thereto, with much dit- 
ficulty, condefcendivg entered me to a Surgeon, 


abs oe ke; ate. E n L 
anno 1716. With aueh I being ſomewhatnayrowly 
kept, fell into company,' which prevailed on my t 
plyable temper by degrees, tho* not without ſome 
oppofition aud relattancy at firſt, to contemn God's 
way, profane his Sabbaths, ſwear, together with 
any other points of Debauchery, this, alas ! was 
the B ginning of Sorrows. After I had ſtayed ſome- 
time with my Maſter, moſtly for his want of Bu- 
fineſs, and partly for other Reaſons, I returned to 
my Mother, with whom. I ſtayed for a coafiderable 
time, reſolving to ſtay in the country. Aud a 
while after, by the perſwaſion of ſome, I went to 
the ſame” Chirurgeon, expecting his buſineſ to have 
been better: But finding it woiſe, I again feturned 
to the Country; where I ſtayed for ſome weeks, 
and having got notice of a diſſection at Edinburgh, 
two Years fince I went thither ; and after it was 
over, I ſtayed for ſometime in a Shop, where 1 did 
not attend fo cloſe as I ought ; but negleding my 
Bufineſs, by this time, began to be more and more 
enticed by Company: Albeit hitherto L did not 
fall into any groſs ſnares; © but kept Company, 
(til immediate'y after my unhappy Marriage) that 
were civil and moral, And when my mother got 
an account of my converſation here, ſhe was very 
careful, both when I went to ſee her, and allo 
when abſent from her, to let me know the evil of 
ſuch practices; which advices, both by word ud 
write, were ſo little regarded by me, that 1 aid, 
What a Wearineſs is it to ſeek the Lord? thinking 
it far better to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin, than ſub- 
lect myſelf to w2 ſervice of God, But oh! Vow 
does the very commemoration of my fo miſſpendiag 
precious time, pinck me to the very heart | Confi- _ 
dering what means and mercies ! have finned Against, q 
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not my Parents, but againſt God's divine law 3 but 
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aſo in neglecting and contemniog thoſe who pro- 
feſſed to adhere thereto, 

Albeit it may ſeem ſuperfluons, to relate the 
manner of my being engaged in that valucky Mar- 
riage, whereto I way led as an Ox to the Slaughter, 
and as a Fool io the Correction of the Stocks : Yet 
to ſatisſie the world in each part of this; I willonly 
inſert a few particulars, as my memory ſerves, viz. 

| After I had returned from ſeeing . wy Mother, 
ſometime in Auguſt 1719. One night accidentuly 
walking to the Ca/tle-b11! I ſaw a Maid at Adam 
Hall's door, whom I never knew before, nor any 
- Pertaining him, che which Maid ſhortly before had 
. Kept a Cellar near to the ſhop, where I layed, and 
- the being acquaint with me, aſked, if I would give 
- Her a choppin of ale ? Which I granted ; and when 
- The and I had diſcourſed ſome time, Adam Hall's 
Daughter came tous; and the Maid ſaid, the being 
-. throng behoved to leave me, but that young Lady 

would willingly entertain me: So after ſhe aud 1 
had fit together a long time, and ſhe told me a 
great many things, particularly ber amours with 
one Andrew Henderſon, the diſappoint of whom, 
the ſaid, was the firſt riſe to a ſwelling in her Breaſt, 
which ſhe laſciviouſly diſcovered, . and let me ſee: 

But being wearied with ſuch idle diſeourſe, I told 

her, I wanted Lodging (being the ſecond night after | 

my coming at that time to Town) to which, the I pr 
ſaid, I needed not haſte myſelf away to provide a ni 

room; for ſhe knew of a ſufficient one, to which m 

ſhe would direct me; and ſhe prom iſed to be no Ih 

ſtranger to it (and truly to my ſad a gd lamentabic E 
jols, ſhe made me too many Viſits) whereupon ſhe fe 
ſent a little girl with me to the louſe of one John W 
Murray in Anchor-Cloſe whoſe wi e wis her Friend, t 
; where frequently thereafter ſhe came on pretence of ar 
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her relation to the Landlady ; and alſo ſhe brought 


wich her one of her comrades, who (to my good 


information afterwards,) went under the character 
of a lewd Women; for at that time, not thinking in 
the leaſt of marriage, I ncver enquired any thing 
about them: And they ſo aſſaulted me day and 
night, that l was ſome times aſhamed and ſome 
times ſhunned; their company. But I was ſo infatu- 
te. ag not to think of altering. my Quarters: not- 
wichſtandiag of my being fully ſenſible of their de- 
ig, to impoſe upon me. And likewiſe the ſaid 


 Joha Murray's wife, in their abſence, urged me as 


much as the could (tho' he did not ſo himſelf) and 
preſtag me thus for ſome few days (for all this 
time 1 did not acquaint any of my being fo uſed} 
they do far prevailed npon my fimple, eaſy temper, 


as to propoſe the matter to her Father; which 


vhen I did, he ſaid, his Daughter was not yet fully 
educate for marriage; but if I wanted to ſpeak to 
lier, Lmight appoint at David Hutcheſon's Houſe, 


on account, his houſe, being publick, was not the 


proper place, and not in William Ged's Dyſter, 
whither ſhe ſometimes carried me, becauſe he ſaid 
that houſe was under bad report: And at his deſire, 
ſue and I met ſometimes in the ſaid David Hutche- 
ſon's, And on Monday the laſt of Auguſt 1919, a 
South Country friend of her's got hold of me. and 
preſſed me very hard to tarry with her that ſame 
night ; which on no terms I would do, till ſome of 
my friends were preſent; Whereupon I immediate- 
ly ſent for Alexander Chalmers Accountant in the 
Exciſe Office; and not - findiog him. I again ſent 


for Robert Wood Keeper of the Phyſick Garden, 


who came, and that night carried me off: Aud 
after that night 1 was fully reſolved not to yield to 
any temptation, of that kind, neither firſt nor laſt 


% 
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having any true affection for her: But my Country. 
man Archibald Ure Gold ſmith, whom I had only 
ſeen onte in the Tolbooth before that time, being 
ſome days after informed of what paſt ; on Saturday 
September 5th, 1916, ſent his Lad for me to Mr 
Gib Chyrurgeon his ſhop, and when I went to him, 
he carried me to one Cunningham's at the head of 
the Lucken-booths, and having called for wine, ſe- 
riouſly :ſked me, what I defigned to do in that af- 
fair? to which I replied, I had no ſuch deſign as 
marriage in view, thinking to go abroad. Then 
he ſaid, | was a child, in lofing ſuch an oppertuni- 
ty; and inſiſted very much on her commendation, 
by telling me, he had been intimately aquaint both 
with her father and with herſelf, ever ſince he came 
to Edinburgh; and purpoſed to ſerve me, te go 
immediately alongſt with me to Adam HalPs, and 
he would do all the ſervice he could: By which 
perſwaſive arguments he induced me preſently, to 
go and purpoſe to diſpatch it that night: And if [ 
wanted a ring, or what his ſhop could afford, I was 
very welcome to have it, either with, or without 
money: And when he and I went to Adam Hall's, 
I again ſaid. I was deſirous to ſpeak with the foreſaid 
Me Chalmers, before I went further on; to which 
both Archibald Ure and Adam Hall ſaid, what need- 
ed I delay time? for Mr Chalmers I could not get, 
and tho' 1 him, he would not endanger his poſt, 
by being witneſs to a clandeſtine marriage But 
Rimplicity led me ſo far, that I was not capable to 
oppole what they ſaid ; for I did not the leaſt want 
Mr Chalmers for witncſs, but only for advice. Then 
Archibald Ure hurried me immediately to the houſe 
of one John Galloway Taylor in Peebles wynd, 
where he left me, till he went and provided one Mr 


Robert Bowers, who lodged near to the head of ihc 
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faid wynd, which Mr Bowers the ſame Saturday's 
night joined us together is marriage, the deceaſt's 
father not a little rejoicing,”and Archibald Ure and 
ſome others being preſent. By this night's work I 
was precipitate into all theſe misfortuns, I have been 
ſince plagued with; all which were owing to no- 


ching but my too much eaſi ineſs and fimplicity, thin- 


king every perſon as ingenious as myſelf; and there · 
by | was IR a prey to all; for the very time 
we were ſtanding before the Curate, I was ſo averſe, 
that I heartily wiſhed ſomething might have ſtopped 
it But ſome days after, when I refuſed to take 
ſome things, ſuch as Ear-rings and the like, which 
Archibald Ure urged much upon me, to compli- 
ment my ſpouſe immediately after marriage, 
he preſently: made me accept a Bill and make 
payment of what he had advanced, by giving me 
riags and etherwiſe at that time: So our ſudden 
2quantaince was at an end; for I very welljunderſtood 
tho' too late, his defiign in ſerving me, by preten- 
ding ſuch friendſhip, was only for Lucer's ſake ; as 
zſterwards evidentily appeared, by his making a 
jeſt of his ſo far impoſing upon me as I was well in- 
formed. And after marriage I ſtayed with her in 
her father's houſe till ſome time in November 1719, 
Where, by her light, fooliſh gaudineſs, I was with 
more and more diſcontent and provocation to leave 
her 3; and then I deſerted her, with a full reſolution 
to go abroad with a comrad, who was then in going 
off; for which I had procured Letters of recom- 
mendation, with whatever elſe I needed. And now 
nothing ſtopped me, but net conſtituting a Factor 
ovr my fortune; and in order theaeto I'condelen- 
ded upon one in whom I confident who would hard 
ly undertakce it, alledging he would be harreſſed by 
my fpouſe pleading an Alliment: which ſcrouple 
cccafiioned, that the Factory when written was not 


3 
immediately ſigned. But notwithſtanding of that 
I could very ſoon have prevailed upon him, had 
not met with James Campbel, ſometime of Burn. 
bank, and now Store-keeper in Edinburgh Caſtle, 
who.. diverted me intirely from that thought 
and was the only ' Vicegereot! of the devil, to 
prompt me up to be guilty of all the following 
wickedaeſs; which I greedily went on in, being fo 
incbriate with thieſe wicked principles, which by de- 
| grees (after he underſtood how my natural temper 

was to be prevailed upon) he inſtilled into me: For, 

till I met with him, - who was the only perſon, that 
ever tainted- me with ſuch helliſh -princip'es, theſe 
Who have been converſant with me; both when a 
boy, and fince my arrival at mature years, can de- 
Cclace. that I was always more ready to ſuſſer injuries 
than to be any Way revengeful : Albiet I do not 
in the leaſt make uſe of this as an argument, to 
.extennate my guilt; but rather to magoific it; in 
10 far as I have allowed myſelf to be ſo much maſ- 


tred by that Vice viz. too much ſimplicity, which, 


to my ſad experience is a Baſis to any kind of wick. 
edacls. And Burabank ina little time, ſo perefttly 
well underitandiag my failnig, daily made it his 
buſineſs to aſſult me by flatteries, whereby after- 
wards, alas! he intangled'me-into ſuch grols ſnares 
as no» I ſuffer for: For 1 did not all think of ſuch 
deſtruttive methods, as he uſed with me, were for 
my life; tho what I here relate of bim, does not 
render him chargeable for my blood; for I ack- 
nowledge the juſtneſs of my ſentence, and my blood 
to be upon myſelf: but ſttepping from time to 
endleſs eternity, without the leaſt malice againſt 
bim, as GOD is my witneſs, I confidently and a- 
vowedly affirm, he was the only perſon ever inſt!- 
gate me to do unjnſtice to that woman (who's ingr- 


| T/ Thi * . | 
nitics,” by oath my to God, I was obliged te conceal) . 
ind alſo to debauch me many other. ways. And to 


Irut ſuch heliſh defigns, as he contrived againſt her 


to execution, James Mſuchet, _ Piriwig maker in 
Edirburgh, and Griſſel Bell his ſpouſe, were moſtly 
employed for a piece of money, as afterwards ' will 
appear. By this ume, on account of my frequen-- 
ting ſuch company as Burnbank and James. Mutſchet, 
| had incurr'd the diſpleaſure of all thoſe-who wiſh- 
ed me well; and particularly of John Findlayſon 
witer in Siirfing, who, after he had frequently 
nemoniſhed me of my danger and found me ob- 
ſtinate, gave me over, as hopeles. But James Muſchet 
and his ſpouſe, by their undertaking, fo ſeared my 
conſcience, that thro' the whole courſe of ſuch un- 
heard of wickedneſs , notwithſtanding of my being 
perfectly ſenſible of the evil thereof, I never oppoſed 
but afforded them encuragement by money and other 
wys. And the faid Griſſel Bell, when her huſband _ 
vas any Way averſe (as ſeldom he was) was very 


dive in advifing me privately to ule my utmoſt with 


bim to undertake ſeveral of the plets for taking a- 
way her Fife. And when that crual barbarity fell ia 
ny hand, which was on Monday Q&fober 19th 1920, 

next morning, havigg told James's Wife of my go-. 
ing to Leith, and having giving her ſome money 
thro* a window, which ſhe impudently ſought, as 
formerly ſhe uſed to do; I went to Leith, and 

ſtayiog all that day in the houſe of ene James Lum- 
iden Railor: and at night return'd to Fdinburgh, 
and ſent for the ſaid Griſſel Bell, who came to a 


Cloſe head within the Netherbow, where I direc 


ted the Cadie to bring her; and ſhe told me al 

things were very well, and I might go to my Room» 
whether ſhe and | went; and after we had got ſome 
drink, ſhe ſaid, her huſband and ſhe were determi- 
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ned to perjure themſelves for my ſafety. My Land- 
lady Katharin Foerd, Relit of Andrew M'adam 
Writer in Edinburgh, not beiug then within, who! 
can in all fredom declare whatever the heard paſs 

"betwixt James and me after, never underſtood ſo 
much as the miouteſt circmuſtance of any of our 
deſigns before the action. Then I went and tarii- 
ed for ſome time, in a houſe a near to the Croſs ; 
and when I returned to my Quarters, I found my 
Landlady was carricd tothe Guard ; and then 1 went 
immediately back to Leith where I ſtayed that 
night; and nixt day being Wedneſday, at night ! 
again came to Edinburgh, with the ſaid James Lum. 
iſden and we carried my Landlady to the houſe of 
one Mrs Eliot in Fleſh market Cloſe, and ſent for 
Hugh Hay Writer, who was intirely innocent of all 
that was laid to his charge : And the ſubſtance of 
what paſt, was only, if I thought I could ftand my 
Trials, it was not proper I ſhould abſcond ; and it 
I thought not, to do what I thought beſt: But, on 
account James Muſchet and his wife did not expect 
their reward, becauſe of his not doing the action, 
Jo ſoon as they were examined, they magnified every 
circumſtance of my guilt ſo far as they could; and 
they turned ſo inveterate againſt” me, that upon the 
Thurſday's night the ſaid Griſſel Bell (notwithſtand- 

ing of her ſolemn proteſtations to the contrary, 
Which I thought made me always ſecure from any 
danger, .) treacherouſly enquired for my quarter's 


in Leith, on pretence of coming to me, and infor- 


ming me how matters were going; which when ſhe 
got notice of, ſhe preaſently informed the Magi 
ſtrates of Edinburgh. and went along with à Party of 
the City Guards that ſame night; but they did not 
then find me, and I not getting notice by this time 

of her perfidy, went chat ſame Thurſday's night t, 
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her Mot her's, Rot in the leaſt doubting her conf 
tancy, which they both retain'd while they were: if 
expectation of the 20 Guineas, of which afterwards. 
And next Sunday, ſhe getting an account of my be- 
ing their, went as before, and informed the Magiſ- 
trates, and came with a Party about 8 O'Clock at 
night, with Andrew Jelly her Landlord; and was 
ſo well fatisfy'd with her certaiuty of my being there, 
that ſhe not a little rejoiced in company of the 
Soldiers, and all the way ſhe let none paſt her with- 
out aſking who they were, fearing my eſcape : But 
whether her Mother had any hand in it I cannot 
tell, And the reaſon of my ſtaying ſo long there, 
was; On the Friday's morning I defired William 
Belt the ſaid Griſſel's Brother, to go to Town and 
bring me word, that I might know what to do, 
which he promiſed, and at i ight he came and told me 
he had been with my Landlady, and, as he ſaid; ſhe 
ordered me to keep myſelf cloſe there, till ſhe would 
ſend Hugh Hay to give me directious, whereas he 
only defired my Landlady to go and ſpeak to his 
Mother, to which Hugh Hay 'twas reported, I had 
ſent a letter, deſiring him adviſe my Landlady to 
advance me money to carry me abroad; which was 
utterly falſe. And as to the ſaid James Muſchet 
and his wife their conduct before the action, you 
will ſind in the following Declaration, 

Being thus apprehended, I was carried to the 
Gu ard-houſe, and examined by three Magiſtrates, 
before whome I denied the fact, till one of them 
gave me a more deſtinct account of the whole cir- 
cumſtances, than poflibly I could do myſeif: where- 
npon, after a little denial, Conſcience,” that great 
accuſer would keep filent no longer; then I owned 
Guilt, and ſigned my confeſſion : All this time ot 


informing any thing againſt James Muſchet àor his Il 
B | „ 
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Wife; and ſo he was relieved upon Bail (having 
yen ſome days in priſon, ) and after his releaſe, 
his Brother and he went to the Country and ſtayed 
till my Trials came on, then they returned to town, 
and the laſt day of my Trial, when the Witneſſes 
were to be examined, I gave in the following Decla- 
ration, whereupon James, his Wife and three others 
were apprehended. 


The Tenor of the Declaration before the Lora; 
of Fuſticiary, is as follows. 


Mr LORDS, 


I Exoneration of my own conſcience, and obedi- 
ence to your Lordfhips defire,' I have here as 
briefly as I can, and the preſent compoſure of my 
thoughts allows me, given you an Account of the 
whole defigns and intrigues (to the utmoſt of my 
knowledge) were carried on or intended againſt that 
woman now in eternity : In the free diſcharge 

of which I moſt humbly crave your Lordſhips cle- 


mency, both in protracting the time, and mitigating | 


the pains of my deterred puniſhment, which I hope, 
after an ingenious. and free confeſſion, your Lord- 
thips will grant, if in ſuch barbarous caſes favours 
can be expected. And as for your Lordſhips making 
queſtion into what I here advance of others, I let 
your Lordſhips know I do it in all freedom, without 
malice againſt; or regard for any perſon, as God the 
lupreme judge and mine on conſcience the greateſt 
witneſs $:e my vouchers. As, 
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Having had the misfortune to marry that woman 
in leſs than three weeks acquaintance, by the inſti- 
gation of one whom I ſuppoſed to be my friend, and 
who did ſhow, as I thought, no ſmall pretences 
thereof on the 5th of September 1719, I was no ſoo- 
ner returned from folemaizing marriage but I repen- 
ted, not finding matters in any part anſwer my ex- 


pectation. A little while after I purpoſed to leave 


her, and improve my ſelf abroad being bred a Chi- 
rurgeon; and in order thereto, I went to the coun- 


try and advanced ſome money, and finding my mo- 


ther and friends not willing I ſhould expoſe my felt 


to the danzers of travel, I returned to town, and 


natwichſtanding ot their averſion, I refolved to pro- 
cute my deſigu. But there being an old plea bet wixt 
Barnbank and my Father, which Lwas willing ſhould 


be taken away before my going off, And among 


other things, when I narrated to him my misfortune, - 
in rather chooſing to leave the country than lead my 


life with a woman, whom I-had unluckily married, 
and for whom I had-no aflection; and he cate ing 
the advantige of me here, too, too readily offered 
me his aſſiſtance to be rid of her; viz, by divorcing 
ber, Aod'my ſimplicity by his ſubtile infinuations, 
was very ſoon prevailed upon, rather to #nter his 


meaſures againſt her (who to my gocd information, 


before and certain knowledge atter marriage was a 


* 


bad woman, albeit God for bid I ſhould any way make 


ule. of this as an argument for my ſo uling her) thaw 


to ruin my cate and diſoblige friends. and the me- 
thod to do it, was (Firſt having entered into oblige- 
ments one to another, by my giving him money to 
carry it on, together with a bill for 50 lib. Sterling, 
which he got for his labour, and by his giving me 
obligement,, v hich is at preſent in James Ruſſel p.o- 


cu! ator's cuſtody, not to require auy of the fait 30 


16 
ſb. ſrom me, till he procured ſufficient evidence a- m. 
gaiaſt her of adultery ; which obligements we both by 
i entered into mutually, and that in the houſe of Mr let 
1 Jaffrey, where we had ſtayed all that day coneerting be 


i wicked mea ures againſt the defunct} he made it his I da 
L buſineſs to provide one John M*<Gregory Profeſſor or 
ot Languages in the Canongate, who might after our de 
moxicating her with Drink and Liquid Laudanum fer 

io that ſhe might ſleep, go itno her bed, and then I ch 

call witneſſes who were on purpoſe triſted- Baur not- he 

_ withitanding of her getting much Laudagum with fo 
Brandy and Sugar, which was adminiſtred by Burn- fo 

bank and one Alexander Pennycuik for preſent in m 


the Abby, by way of *rocktoun drops; and when ſe 
any other drank they had alſo a glaſs with Stock- re 


toun, to make the poor creature believe there was 28 
no fallacy: Which was done in one Baillie Smith's | 4 
houſe in the Abby; yet the was not fo overcome, 0 


but of neceſſity I behoved to bed with her, where | tc 
Rayed till the fell alleep, and immediately weha J f 
left her ſleeping, Burnbank called M*Gregory to her, t 
who threw off his cloaths and went into the bed, b 
where the wimeſſes being alſo called by Burnbau!:, / 
{ſaw kim make ſome ftirring in the bed, according to f 
{ 
0 
| 
\ 
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Burnbank's directions: Whereupon M*Gregory im- 
mediately went of, After which I returned to her 
room and awoke her © who all this time wes faſt Al- 
Jeep; and the a{lk*d why I aroſe ? and what theſe 
men, viz. the witneiics waned, to which Burnbank 
anfwered, Madam, out of kindneſs and ſimpathy 
with you, I have brought them to be witneſſes 10 
your hulbinds obliging himſelf both to promiſe to 
be more affectionate, and allo to ſettle an aliment 
y20n you; ſo that you may be eaſy whether he leave 
S you or not; and ſo we left her. But before any - 
. thing of chis was put to execution, immediately after 


(233.4 


my firſt deſerting her and our concerting lo to de- 


bauch her, be cauſed me write a moſt opprobriou; 
letter trom his mouth; and to mike it cliak the 
better, that I was upon my way in leaving her, we 
dated the letter at Newbottle, of an anterior date to 
our being in Mr Jaffrey's, and which we ſent to the 
deceaſt by one Walter Weir Cadiz in the laigh Cof- 
fee-houſe, to the care of Mrs Thom Mercatrix at 
the Bow-head ; ſignifying to her, that on account ot 
her lewd and baſe practices, I had been obliged to 
forſake her; and that moment having taken horſe 
for London, ſhe might never expect to ſee my face 
more, nor have any thing of me : Which letter was 
ſent to cauſe her deſpair of me, that the might more 
readily enter into temptation, and be ſeduced by ſuch 
as he intended to aſſnult her. (But oh! with what 
ſhame and confuſion may | rehearſe ſuch barbarous 
cruelties! After her receiving this letter, ſhe reſolved 
to take a trial of the country with my mother, 
ſuppoſing me quite gone (but from the time the got 
the foreſaid letter, till about a fortnight thereafter, 
by Burnbauk's direction I lurked in the foreſaid 
Alexander Pennycuik's) which Burnbank being in- 
formed of, was very diligent before her going off te 
ſtop her, by making her believe he would find me 
out, and procure all reaſonable demands that ſhe 


ſhould require. But notwithſtanding ſhe went off 


with the carrier, which Byrnbank geting notice of, 
hired one Andrew Shiels Writer to purſue her, tog; 
gether with himſelf ; and having obtained a warrant 


from a Juſtice of Peace of Linlith gow ſhire, who © 


was I believe the Laird of Ma, 157 fat, to appre- 


hend her on ſuſpicion of theft, and having enquired 


at moſt public houſes on the way, at laſt found her 


in Linlithgow, travelling all the way under cloud of 


night, being ſo eager on their purſuit; having taken 
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horſe at che tWo penny Cuſtom-houſe about 11 o'clock 


at night: And when they found out her quarters' 
they made as if they had not known of one another,s 
coming; whereupon Andrew Shiels preſented a Ba- 


ton as a Conſtable, to incarcerate her for theft.“ 


Upon which Burabank pretended to be very concer- 
ned, that any of his countrymen's relations, eſpeci- 
ally ſuch as ſhe, ſhould be ſo uſed ; whereupon (ac- 
cording te their deſigned: plot) he bailed her to 
Edinburgh; and when they came to town, he ſettled 
her, being on a Saturday's night, in one Lorn's at 
the back of the Wall, where he ſtayed all night with 
her himſelf, and gave orders to the Landlady to let 
her want for nothing, and gave her ſome money. 


But in a few days thereafter ſhe went io my mothers: 
And to call her hence, Burnbank dictate a confide- 


rable long letter (which IL ſuppoſe her Father kecps) 


promiſing many fair things, upon which ſhe retur- 
ned and ſtayed for ſome days, inthe hoaſe of Thomas 


Steuart Merchant in Graſs-market, who was ordered 
privately to entertain her civilly, and diſwade her 


from going to her Father's, or have any communi- 


cation with any belonging to him; fearing his belliſh 


project at the Abby Ahould be diſappointed by her 


converſing with any of her friends. And on a Mon- 
day's night, (it I right mind) he carried her to the 
forclaid Baillie Smith's in Coach to perpetrate the 


This is the Account I had from Burnbank of 
that particular, but ſiace my giving in this Declara- 
tion, I ſind the Carrier and ſome others upon their 
examination, have given a different acceunt thereof 
I refer it to their Declaration in the Judges hands, 
and expects that my Meta in this (being the ex- 
act acecunt I had from Burabauk) will not invali 
date What elſe. I baxe here nai rated. | | 


= CO: 
ſaid Barbarous deſign by M'gregory, which houſe 


or Baillic Smiths was thought fitter for the purpoſe, 
than either Gilbert Yates where we ſaid I was to 
lodge or one Herman's in the Abby.Hill, where 


Burnbank ſaid he wanted a Room for a Young 


Gentlewoman, both which he and I tryed'on a Sab- 
bath day, and the foreſaid Pennycuik was with us 
in Gilbert Yates ; all which was about the latter end 
of December 1949, But after we informed our Pro- 
curator James Ruſſcl of all we could do, he told us, 
unleſs we could evidence a tract of converfation 
betwixt M,gregory and her, either before, or after 
the fact, we could never make any thing of it: 
Whereupon James Muſchet and his Wife were em- 
ployed to introduce him to her, which James did by 
carrying M'gregory ſeveral times to her Room at 
night, and drinking with her; but when in ſo do- 
ing IJ fpemt much money, both in frequenting Burn- 
bank's company, hiring M'gregory by Burnbank's 
advice, and and ſuſtaining James Muſchet and his 
tamily, together with my Procurator's diſcouraging 
me; I turned very remiſs in following out that re- 
ſolutiov. And by this time finding Burnbank, M- 
gregory, and James Muſchet very indifferent unleſs 
they were daily ſupplied in money, I intirely gave 

over that thought. But the Devil never wanting 
his own Emiſſaries, immediately after I had given 
over that reſolution, inſtigate Burnbank to advance 
ita degree further, by convincing me of the ſmallneſs 
ot ſuch wickedneſs, as to exhibite to her Poiſon ; 
and che only p oper hand for it was James Mufcher 
who when it was purpoſed to him, very readily un- 
dertook it; and the way to give it her, was by 
mixing a ſufficient quotity of it with a Paper of Su- 
gar, before he went to her Room, and when he 
vent to her, to call for a Dram of Brandy with ſome 


| 420 
Suggar, Which ſo ſoon as it came, clandeſtinly te 
exchange the Sugar when it fell ro her Galfs( where. 
by ſeveral glailſcs were broken in her quarters.) leſt 
it mould do harm to any others: but he waiting a 
good while before he could conveniently get it done, 
at laſt on a Sabbath night got her to take it; which 
ſhe immediately threw up, and coutinued for ſome 
days thereaſter very ſick, by vomiting and purging, 
ſo that life was not expected for her, The ſaid 
James always making it his buſineſs, when he went 
to her, to ſend one Barbea Hunter a maid who wait. 
ed upon her, to his Wife, whom he had ordered to 
detain the ſaid Barbara by pretending ſome bulineſs 
ſor her, till ſuch time as James thought convenient for 
bim to perpretrate any of his intended deſigas u- 
pon her; So ſoon as he had givea it her, he came 
to my Room all trembling, and told me, By GOD 
ſhe had got it now, whereupon he and I went 
ſtreight to Hugh Campbel ſon in law to Burnbank, 
his houſe and not finding Burnbank there we carry: 
ed the ſaid Hugh Campbel alongſt with us to the 
.Ca/ile-gate, and che Porter ſent a man whe brought 
him doan; and we walked a conſiderable time on 
the Ca/i/e-hill; and Burnbank's advice was to con- 
tinue it, ſo that when ſhe was rendred very ill with 
one doſe, another might carry her off; which ac- 
cordinly wus done, but not with expected ſucceſs : 
And by James's ſametimes giving it with Sugar, ſhe 
began to be © ſuſpicious, and ſo ſoon as the Sugar 
was brought in, the would have it herſelf to put in- 
to the Brandy, which was granted her- But Burn. 
bank, James. and I contrived to put a little of the 
Poſion in a Netmeg-grate and with pretence of 
grating down, the Nutmeg, to let the Poiſon fall 
into the liquor: for which James got a Grater from 
Burnbank which afterwards he gave to Pennycuik, 


21 
% Jas if it had vat bnrat in the fir-, by reaſon of the 
e. | Mercury corvoſive* which Bucobank afluced us was 
fn © far leſs danger ons te meddle with than Arſenick on 
z © account Arſenick both ſwelleth and diſcoloured. 
ie, and alſo James's Wiſe took a little of it, amd went 
ch with a deſign to give her it in Brandy; whereupon 
ne | Jimes's Wite canted warm a drink of Ale, and cal- 
g, Jed for ſome meal, which when the had eaufed her 
aid to drink; the threw the * into the aſhes, on a 
nt © pretence of chaſing away a Cat, ſo that ſhe might 
it, ¶ have occaſion to wipe it. And alſo James went one 

o diy to Me Ruſſel Druggiſt his Shop, and aſked a 
ess fight of his corroſive Mercury, in order to buy ſome 
for Jof it, which when he ſaw exactly to agree to what 

u- be had formerly got, he took none of it, for he was 
me Þ afraid he had give him Arſenick for it. But after 
JD © James, his Wife and I had fo dealt with her to no 
ent I purpoſe; Burnbank again propoſed to Debauch 
k, © ber, which James was to do: and which he faid, 
ry: be could without any difficulty perform; for which 
the MY cad, they both went to Gilbert Yates's, where they 
gut ere to fix on a convenient Room and finding one 

on © for their purpoſe, wherein James was to ſtay, un- 
on- er the name of Mr Stewart a country Gentleman 
vith © Þot agreeing with the Town Air ; but thinking the 
ac- I [andlady not fit for their purpoſe, they went ſttreigth 
eſs: Micnce, to one M'neil's a Gardner, where they found 
all conveniencies they wanted, as a proper Room for 
the Witnefles to trary in till James would give the 
lign of his being in action, but ſo foon as oy came 
and told me, I oppoſed it. 

And alſo in March laſt, when I Andere ſativa 
tion for my ears, Burnbink made it his buſineſs to 
eauſe James make her believe, IL was pox'd; with a 
deſign to cauſe her alſo undergo à courſo, and dvink 
vid 8 when it WCrc at A height, do diſpatch her; 


a | 


which James obliged her to do, though to none 


effect; and he urged her to take Mercury, even to 
 threatning her with a knife. if ſhe refuſed: But 
when his caufing her drink cold water did not pre- 
vail, he again made her-take more Corroſive Mer. 
cury, immediately after her ſalivation; and Burn- 
bank adviſed to give her it in Sack and Cinnamon, 
as a cordial; after her ſick neſs; and when he could 
not prevail, by Burnbank's advice, I went to her 
with him; (for from the Abby plot I had not been 
with her till now) and while I was ſpeaking with her 
lying in bed, being ſick after ſome of the poiſon he 
had given her the precceding day, he mixed ſome 
more of it in liquor at our backs, which I cauſed her 
take. And-this courſe we continued for ſome time, 
but all their preceed ing projects failing, Burubank 
adviſed to commit yet more wickedneſs,” viz. (And 
now it's eaſie to conjecture, that by tkis time ve 
were intirely given ap to ſcruple at no kind of evil, 
by our being prevailed upon, James to put to exe. 
cution, and I did condeſcend to, whatever meaſures 
Burnbank propoſed, ſo long as Lihrew them money.) 
By this adviſing James to carry her to Leith, ſome 
Afternoon, and to drink ber till it were very late, 
and on their way home to drown her in a pond) 
whereof Burnbank faid he knew two on the way, 
which were both on the North-fiae of the outh 
Walk to Leith; which he and I went-on the Sabbath. 
day to ſee: but this propoſal, \J«anes not condeſcen- 
ding to, ſaid, if we thought it might do, he would, 
on pretence of kindneſs. take her to the Weſt coun- 
try with him on horſe, and have her pad fo ſlackly ty: 
ed; that be might eaſily throw her off in Ki, H 
water, by his checking the horſe, which he was to 
du d uch rain, ſo thet the water might be big 
enough to carry her ot: which. was moſtly his wie“ 


lames to knock her on the head; 


(625 
ſhe being acceſſary to the very minuteſt 


propofal ; 
part of the whole conduct, from firſt to laſt, and 
not a little contributing advice in each particular. 
Burnbank, not thinkipg this proper gare advice for 


or Uiſpatch her 
ſome other way; and irdmediately thereafter to flee 


to Paris: Which in no ways he would condeſcend 
to And a while after that Burnbank and I diſcor- 
ded ſo far, that we ſcarcely ſpoke together; by rea- 
ſon of his keeping up my papers; and thereby our 
projects were laid aſide for a While; but ſometime 
thereafter, James, his wife and I concerted to knock 
her on the head when going down Dickſ53's-cloſs 
late to her room; Which confert we entered in to 
latter end of pri} or beginning of May laſt: And 
for their reward. I was to give them twenty guineas 
(which was this reward, for his right executing any 
of the foreſaid proj cts for which he fought my bill, 

aledging, himfeif not ſure without it; becauſe he 
aid,“ He had got one hundred pound more from 
his brother than his portion; ſo that he expected 
none from any of his friends; and he only depen- 
ded on that (his wife being fodder on that hellich de- 
fgn than himſelf) whereof he got one Iguinea in 
Winter, which he gave to Mr. James Ure Writer, 
to give to the Kirk Treaſurer z and half a guinea to 
bury his Child, with 16 thillings ſterling to turn his 
cloaths, a little before the fatal accident happened, 
in part of payment of the ſaid 20 guineas; beſides 
ſubſtenance for more than three quarters of a Year 
to himſelf and family But before we did any thing 
in this project, he and | wept about id ofclock in the 
morning, ſometime in May laſt, ro Mr Malcolm's 
in the head of the Canengate, and ordered his wife 
to follow, and not finding; that houſe convenient, fo 
loon as we ſaw ww through a window, we went our, 
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add took her to the reid Mr. Jaffrey's, having 
her child with her; and we were ſet in a room im- 
mediately.off the kitching, where we deeply conjured 
ourſelves, never to diſcover the plot? then ſhe and 
her child went of, and he and I ſtayed ſometime 
thereafter ; and the meaſures we laid down, were, 
that his wife was to detain the deceaſt in the faid 
James Muſchet's room, till about 11 or 12 o'clock 
at night, by affording her meat and drink, and en- 
tertaining her with flattering diſcourſe ; and in the 
mean time her huſband was to wait, from 10 of the 
clock, at the head of the foreſaid cloſs, or immedi- 
ately within the Nethey-bow (James's room being at 
the head of St. Mary wynd) fo that he might not 
miſe her going at the particular hour, he had ap 
pointed his wit to keep her, from his room to her 
own: But we did not know how to get an inſtrument, 
to get which he went to Robert dands Wright in 
Moultreeshill, to ſee if he could get any of his ham- 
mers; and when he could not ger any of them, his 
wife about Whitſunday) ſays, ** I was laſt day in 
Mrs Decroe's houſe, where. faw a hammer's head 
lying looſe” (which Mrs. Decroe then lived at the 
head of the Canongate) and next day ſhe went and 
and brought it: And for a ſhaft to it James and 1 
went to the foreſaid Robert Smith, and got a piece 
of timber, which James fitted for the head: and to 
get the defign accompliſhed, he and bis wife were 
very careful for a good while, in obſerving all the 
propeſals; always making it their buſineſs to invite 
her to their room at nigbt, and that no ſooner than 


8 o'clock, and keeping her as late as poſibly his wife 


could: But always when he followed her, to give 
her the ſtroke in the dark cloſs, ſome body going 
up or down, prevented it, 


: 


And ſome time in harveſt laſt, when the defundt 


8 
went to che country, Janes running in debt wich 
his Landlord, faid, © He could not do any thing till 
„ his Landlord were cleared, ſo that he might freely 
e detain her at night.” Whereupon I gave him 
two 20 Shillings Sterling Notes, where with he paid 
him: And ſhortly after he went to AMowuntainhall, 
where the deceaſt was, and deſired her to return to 
town, in order to accompliſh our plot; but ſhe did 
not come for ſome time after; and ſo ſoon as ſhe 
came, ſhe was invited by them as formerly; he and 
his Wife always ſaying to me, we with to God this 
were over, that we may ſettle ſome way e're win- 
ter come on: And one time, when they were 
ſcarce of money, having nothing but what I gare 
them from time to time, and alſo J having very lit tie 
deſired them to give over that thought: To which 
ſhe faid, ** Is it reaſonable, think you, fo to do, 
© when my huſband and I have wared fo much time 
and pains, to accompliſh that deſign ; and in ex- 

'* petation of our reward: now to give it over?“ 
But the deceaſt wearied to ſtay ſo oft and ſo long 
in their room: Whereupon they told me, Un- 
« leſs I would meet with her there myſelf, it was 
* not in their power to keep her ſo late.“ Which 
accordipgly I did, the beginning of the week before 
that barbarity happene1; and kept her vill about 
12 at night; and James waiting her as formerly, 
lome times did not ſee her, and ſome times was 
prevented by the people walking the Cloſe: And 
by our detaining her ſo late for ſome nights ſucceſ- 
lively :- their Landlord would not ſuffer her to ſtay 
in his houſe after 10 0'Clock ; and James by waiting 
her fo late for ſome nights before, was ſcized with 
the Tooth-ach ; which occaſioned him to keep bis 
room for two or three _— ; in which time we con- 
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trived to take the poor woman to ſome part in the 
Cancngate, where we were not acquaint ; and while 
I detained her, he might go to his former poſt. 
Next day, being that fatal Monday, in the morning 
before I went out, I bad ſome occaſion for a knife; 
but what it was 1 do not mind; haviog left my 
litile pocket knife with the deceaſt the precceding 


night ; and ſo afked a knife of my Landlady, who 


gave me one; and enquired. what was become of 
mine.own , I ſaid J loſt it laſt night: Whereupon 
Me defired me, if I pleaſed, tom ke uſe of her's till 
I got mine owa; which I accepted. A which time 
1 did not in the leaſt think on what that night hap- 
ened; and far leſs my Landiady, who thro? the 
whole courſe of all our hellith contrivances, never 
fo much as knew. the leaſt whiſper of the miguteſt 
part of them, fo far as my knowledge ferves ; which 


as on the confines of eternity, Iatteſt for truth: On 


account all our defigns. were carricd on fo ſecretly, 
that none knew any thing of them, but ourſelves; 
viz. Burnbank, James Muſchet, bis Wife and my 
ſelf. And that Monday after dinner, James and ! 
went down to Canon at, and meeting with ſome 


company, diverted ourſelves till about 7 O'Clock; 


then he went to carry her to the Conor gate accor- 
Ging to our propoſal}, that I might detain her til 
he would wait ber as formerly, in the foreſaid Clote. 
with the Hammer; not in the leaſt all this time 
Lipking on what happened: And whe! he retur- 
ned to me (who ſtaycd all the time he went for her, 
in the houſe of ane Yeman Gunſmich at the bead 


cf the Caneng ate) witheut any expectation of her 
forming: Then he fail io me be not angry; we wil 


{-nd a. Cadie for her, which immediately we did; 
and when ſhe came to us, we carried her ſtreight 
r. Loyd's, where after we had ſtayed a good 


accordinnly he went to execute 


Exon ol 
while James went, off, and I gave him lis direcht- 


ons as formerly, at Me Loyd's ſtair foot, which 
Bar (' Oh! that 
my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountuin of 
cars, that | might weep day and ni2lit,”) ja cnling” 
to mind ſuch barbarous cruelty ! When the and 1 
ad ſtayed a, god time ter him; 7 devil, that 
cunning adler, farz ſug. ted 29 me, bf ng now har 
dened and alt def berate, by att the forefai4 plots fats 


ling, that it wis but a taht the ig: Whether he er 


Wer- the exceutioner ; Wpereupon I yielding to the 
Empl in, did as my indictment b 418; At when 
| retmn.d, faking: mes Muſchet and his with 
wou as Won inform Uf themſelves as of me. 1 cal. 
ied tick at their door, and when they came I row 
them what I had been at; bur —_ they anſwered, 
| do not migd And James went al ongſt' with me vn 
my roam: Bur what my deportment Was, or what 
words paſt (my thoughts Petag fo dit taſted atter 
lach wickedneſs) | have int! rely forgot, 

Becgule ia this preceecting dee! wation, I hav? 
given a particular narration of all the cireumſtanees 
[aw ng tothe lait und moſt horrid att of this bloody 
Tragedy; wher ia others by advice and aſſiſtac ce 
ct, ene wür me: Pur have rather couched, than 


payticular;y narrated the barbirons and unnaturyt 
murther is ſelf; wherein alene was the exzeutiones; 


Pherefor „ 10 fat isfy the world as to my impa; tin! iy, 


aud to ploify GJ by taking fame to my lf; 1 


A pa tic leu open in u black tch ene of mon- 


ſtenas cruclty with. the um Nt ingenn! t v, o far as 


tue Py murbetſon of my m nd amized upon every Ps 
wambrance Gf ſuch unparalleie 1 gude wilt” ans 
viicl take as follows Firth, When the and J rent 
out of Mr. Lord's houſe ! aged ner to g do 
1 C zoon gotly wick me, 
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and W Rur. mne Re. 5 * TY K 


1 


——_— 1 ” nem 7 - 4 
4 GP 
* q r 


„ 
1 
l 
x 
„ 

Gr 


' | ' 
£1 
4 
2 N 
bs » 8 
i 
'F * 
-* 
k 


1 C 
account I bad her aſk no queſtions but go alongſt 
wich me: and when we went the length of the Abby, 


ſhe atked, whether I was going ? id, me was 


not concerned to know, but only the behovell 10 po 
with me And len we were golng through St, 
an's Tards fhe-weep'd (oh! how does my heart 


blzed to think upon ) ard prsyed, that God 


:night forgive me, if I was taking her to any miſchicf; 
and he deGred to return,” then I fwore by all thats 
god, if ſhe would return I was rot to ſtop her; 
or was going to Dudding//oun, and if ſhe would 


not go with me, fac vbeeded never expect to cx. 


change one word with me afterwards : And ſo we 
went an, ſhe alt the way entreating me to return; 

which I would not yield unto: For now the devil 
nad got ſo fuſt hold of me, being permitted to tempt 
me- io the perpetration of fuch cruel wickedneſs, 
nat he would not let me go; albeit my convictions 
were irequencly upon the way very ſtrong, fo that 
tometimes when ſhe was not ſpeaking, I heartily | 
withee The might return; but whenever ſhe ſpake, 
my rebellious obſtinate heart being ſo far tempted 
by Satan would not fuffer her. (Ol that I may be 
helped ſuitably to take ſhame to my ſelf and give 


glory to God |) And when we entered the Duke's- 


walk, fhe ſald, that was not the way to Duddingy Hyun, 
10 which 1 faid, I would lead her another way than 
the road through the middle of the park, to which 
me ſubmitted. And when ve came to the fatal 
lace, which was near to the caſt end of the aid 
walk; (Oh! unſpeskable cruelty !) how I got her 
down to the ground I do not diſtinctiy mind; but 
jo far as I mind, it was on pretence of embracing 
herz then I preſented the knife, which when tlic. 
{aw me offer to apply to her throat the cryed out 
And was that rour defign in bringing me here, to 
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(29 ; 
cut my throat? To which I ſaid, I had brought her 


there, to puniſh her ſor her fo far cheating me and 
playing the whore by me Then ſhe very earneſtiy 
requeſted me, for God's fake to d fiſt ; and what ſhe 
had done amils before, ſhe would never be guilty of 
the like in time coming: But notwithſtanding of her 
arguments, which would have pierced the moſt fa- 
vage heart, I weat on, and deſigning the knife for 
her throat, when ſhe bowed down her head for de- 
fence I cut her chin to the bone; and when the got 


hold of the knife I io furiouſly drew it through her 
hand, that as I was afterwards informed, her thumb 


was almoſt cut off: Whereupon ſhe cryed out, My 
Love, my Love, do not murther me! as long as 
the was able: Which doleful cries, with my ſeeing 
the blood gufhing down, ſo ſmote my heart, that it 
I could, I would have given the whole world, to 
have got it undone: But the cruel murtherer ot 
ſouls ſuggeſted to me, that if I ſhould then give over 
ſince I began, it would take away my own life by her 
telling: So with much ſtruggling, by my dragging 


and rarowing her down by the hair of her head 
(which it the had wanted, Pm confideat J had net 
got her overcome) notwithſtanding of her very ear- ' i 


ne and aff.tionate entreaties which the uſed 46 


long as ſhe was able I malicioufly went on titl I got | 


iome ſtrokes upon her throat: Then ſhe faid, Oh 
Man! it's done now, you need not give me more; 
and then her head fell down and ſhe expired, And 
after the had layen ſome time dead, 1 yet fearing ſhe 
might recover (Oh! dreadful to mention) cut her 
throat almoſt through and fo leſt her : And-when I 
came near to the tiriice at the entry of the Duke's- 
walk from St. ANN's Yards, IT was fo brutually mad 


(as I was all the time) that I returned to fee what 


caſe ſhe was in: And when I found no life in her 


4x 2 8 5 
+ went to James. Muſcher, and from his room to 
mine own: above : And 1 do not in the leaſt doubt 
but L did boaſt of the horrid wickedneſs. And woe's 


me? that 1 continued fo hardened, not only in the 
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groans (Which cries and groans have now a loud 
voice in my ears) But alſo after the perpetration, 
to approve of ſuch cruel barbarity, by my boaſting 
thereof. This, to the utmoſt of my menwry, is the 


mussen ut 

Having thus briefly run over the tract of my ſhort 
life, -and (ſhown by what ſteps 1 have been led into a 
courſe of life, which in che juſt judgement of God, 
has brought me to ſuffer this deſerved puniſhment, 
altho? I may already ſeem to have exceeded the juſt 
limits of a dying Speech (which prolixity has been 
oceafioned by my being obliged to narrate ſo mary 
circuniſtances of, that helliſh contrivance, that the 


into a partnerſhip in my crime without juſt cauſe) 
yet I cannot put a period to it, til 1 have made 
ſome few reflections upon the foregoing patiages ; 
and ſhown the world what are now my dying thovghts 
ot. W-thofewicked practices 1 fo greedily purſued be 
fore to my own deſtruction. - e 

Oh! How ſhall I bemown myſelt in conſideration 


good Almonitions fo oft enjoin'd upon me, both by 
my dutifubpartnts, and others my teachers! Ho 
oft have I turned aſide like a deceitful bow, aa! 
turned a deaf ear to the many reproots I have got! 
All young people; O] be very careful to Kemem- 
ber your Creator in the days of your youth, while 
* the evil days come, nor the yorrs draw nigh when 
ge ſhall ſay we have no pleaſure in them. Alas! 


time, by my refuſing to bear her pitiful cries and 


neareſt account I can gie of that cruel and inhumane 


world may be ſatisfied that I apr not bringing others 


of my fo frequently oppoſiog and contemning the 


21 


how dreadful and deſtruct ve to my immor' al u 


do the wicked courſes 1 fo much delighted in, the 


few days I have lived in chis finful world, now pre- 


ſent themibives to my view? How oft hate 1 


thought that I could never get myſelf fatiate with 


Wickedneſs Not in che leaſt laying to heart, that 
in a few-dys the threed of natural life would be 
cut: and I brought to judgement O What plea- 
ſure have I taken in profaning God's holy Sabbath, 
by walking, talking idle diſcourſe, reading plays, 


romances, or the hke; which pracious time the 
Lord hath devoted entirely to his own worſhip, and 
commanded us not to think our -own thoughts, 


© ſpeak our on words, nor dg our os plealure? 


How lamentably do 'I'regrate © my not acquaiating 


mytelt withe ſacred ſeriptures of truth, the word of 
God; the frequent reading of which, accompanied 
with his ſpirit, is the only way to attain-everlaſtin 

happineſs ? O! that all perſons would betakerthem- 


(elves: to the ſerious ſtudy of theſe holy writings, 


and make them their only rule; ſo that they may 
not be deſerted of a holy God, to fall into tuch 


ſnares as now brings me to an untimely and violent - 


end. Alas, How do I ſhiver to think how was 
firſt engaged in company, whoſe bad example, to: 
gether with my own corrupt inclinations, prevailed 
with me, to reckon it a ſmell thing to be guilty of 


getting myſelf frequently drunk (which iz the ju- 


let to the greateſt ot vices, as in the example of Lot, 


&.)where>y I was brought that length, as to take 
God's holy name in vain and o be guilty of a great 
many other vitious Practice, which heat of yeurh. 


ty the ſpite of natural corruption, is too apt to 


fall into; particularly frequent acts of uneleaneſs 


(whereunto I was led, efpecially by the vitious com- 


piny-of :Branbank) and this, next to the bloody 
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32 
crime for which 1 die, lyes moſt heavily on my 


conſcience; not only becaule fuch unclean luſts, 


eſpecially when habitual, are moſt provoking to a 


holy God, and quench his bleſſed ſpirit, yea vetot 
- A man, and put ont the very light of reaſon. But 


alſo becauſed I ſinned againſt the remedy wbich God 


has appointed for the preventing of unlawful luſts, 


and againſt my marriage oath, it being done in the 
ſtyte'of wedlock : For before my marriage I was 
never guilty of ſuch practices. How may I retic& 


upon my neglect of prayer: wherein, in my way 
of thinkiag now, lyes the life of chriſtianity ? Which 


when a boy, I behoved to perform, both by cx. 
ample, and alſo by the command of my parents, 
tho” againſt my corrupt natural inclination ; which 
is the only bad ſpring from which all theſe bitter 
ſtreams do flow; and till this fountain be ſtopped 


the ſtreams are ſtill in force. And I no ſooner be 


gan to give over this great duty, than I preſently 
went on from evil to worſe 3 and that without con- 


.troul, delighting much more in wickedneſs, than 


thoſe who had not that Length of education. 0 
how burthenſome did I reckon this duty? How oft 
have I got away to my carnal diverſion, and neglec- 
red it, while in ſuch company as trove to put me 


to it? How joyful was I when I betook myſclt to 
4 thoſe, ho | made no ſuch ſtudy their concern : 


tho' even at firſt engaging: with ſuch, I cannot fay 
but I felt ſome bitterneſs in going on in ſuch cour- 


es, ſo far contrary to the practice of thofe I had 


been formerly with : But theſe challenges, by my 
not taking care to nouriſh them, were ſoon ſtiffled. 
But to be a little more particular, | 
As to my behaviour in my younger years, before 
I came to the Univerlity, (But oh! what ſhame may 


take to my ſelf to relate, that fo much care was ta. 


6 a 


ken of me, as that I was ſent to an Unpiwerfiry, or 


that I was endued with, capacity to conceive letters; 
conſideriag how bad improvement I have made 
there of ! ) my Mother, on whoſe ſpirit I was always 
veighty, and whom by my indifi.xency in per ſorming 
religious duties, 1 much. gricved, was very carefn], 
to have me trained up in the true Preſbyterian prin- 
ciples of religion, in joining me with the Godly in 
rclig ious duties: which principles I- pre feſſed and 
adhered to, though, like Pharaoh's Chariots Idreve 
very heavily, and more to obtemperate my Mother 
(ay piaus Father leaving me before I went well to 
the Grammar School) than from any principle of 
religion; till I came from the Univerſity : And hy 
this carcleſneſs, I never made it my buſineſs, to 
make conſcience of ſuch great and neceſſary duties 
as ſecret prayer, reiding the holy ſcriptures, obſer- 
ving the Lord's day, &c, And thus I continued, till 
| went to my employment Anno 1716, to one Thomas 
Napier Chirurgeon in Alouay, where I began gra- 
cually to ſhake off any ſmall impreſſions: of, and 
tcnderneſs to ſuch things, as I formerly had by the. 
:ximple of my Mother, and of fuch whoſe compa- 
ny the made me entertain: Thinking ſuch great and 
weighty matters (alas! now for my neglect !Y but 
things ot meaneſt moment, and what I would not 
ſobject myſelf any way to: So that I then began to 
play the prodigal, in going far aſtray from ſuch re- 
ligiaus education as my parents, particularly my 
mother, diligently ſtrove to implant in me, (tho 
my heaat (till ſaid, I would have none of Chriſt, 
neither defired I the knowledge of his way.“ O that 
, who with the prodigal have' long been feeding 
delicioufly on the ſwinith hufks of ſinful and brutiſi 
picaſures, might at laſt arrive at the prodigaPs re- 
lolution, out of a ſenſe of my otter penury and ab- 
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crime for which 1 8 moſt heavily on my 
.conſcience ; not only becaule fuch unclean luſts, 
eſpecially when habitual, are moſt provoking to a 
holy God, and quench his blefled ſpirit, yea vetot 
à man, and put ont the very light of reaſon But 
alſo becauſed I ſinned againſt the remedy which God 
has appointed for the preventing of unlawful luſt, 
and againſt my marriage oath, it being done in the 
ſtyte'of wedlock : For before my marriage I was 
never guilty of ſuch practices. How may I retict 
upon my neglect of prayer; wherein, in my way 
of thinkiag now, lyes the life of chriſtianity ? Which 
when a boy, I behoved to perform, both by cx. 
ample, and alſo. by the command of my parents, 
.tho' againſt my corrupt natural inclination ; which 
is the oaly bad ſpring from which all theſe bitter 
ſtreams do flow; and till this fountain be ſtopped 
the ſtreams are ſtill in force. And I no ſooner be 
gan to give over this great duty, than I preſently 
went on from evil to worſe 3 and that without con- 
troul, delighting much more in wickedneſs, than 
thoſe who had not that Length of education. 0 
how burthenſome did I reckon this duty? How oft 
have I got away to my carnal diverſion; and neglec- 
ted it, while in ſuch company as trove to put me 
to it? How joyful was I when 1 betook myſelf to 
thoſe, who made no ſuch ſtudy their concern; 
tho' even at firſt engaging with ſuch, I cannot ſay 
but I felt ſome bitterneſs in going en in ſuch cour- 
es, ſo far contrary to the practice of thofe I had 
been formerly with: But theſe challenges, by my 
not taking care to nouriſh them, were ſoon ſtiffled. 
But to be a little more particular, 
As to my behaviour in my younger. years, before 
I came to the Univerſity, (But oh ! what ſhame may 
I take to my ſelf to relate, that fo much care was ta- 


TT 


ken of me, as that I was ſent to an Univerfity, or 


that I was endued with capacity to conceive leiters; 
conſidering. how, bad improvement I have made 
there of ! ) my Mother, on whoſe ſpirit I was always 
veighty, and whom by my indiftcxeocy in per forming 
religious duties, 1 moch gricved, was very careful, 
to have me trained up in the true Preſbyterian prin- 
ciples af religion, in joining me with the Godly in 


rci21ous duties: which principles I- prefeſſed and 


adhered to, though, like Pharaoh's Chariot, Idreve 
very heavily, and more to obtemperate my Mother 
(ay pious Father leaving me before I went well to 
the Grammar School) chan from any principle of 
religion; tilt I came from the Univerſity + And hy 
this careleſneſs, I never made it my buſineſs, to 
make conſcience of ſuch great and neceſſary duties 
as ſecret prayer, reading the holy ſcriptures, obſer· 
ving the Lord's day, &c. And thus I continued, till 
went to my employment Anno 1716, to one Thomas 
Napier Chirurgeon in Alloway, where I began gra- 
cually to ſhake off any ſmall impreſſions of, and 
tenderneſs to ſuch things, as I formerly had by che. 


x imple of my Mother, and of fuch whoſe compa- 


y ſhe made me entertain : Thinking ſuch great and 
weighty matters (alas! now for my negle&t !Y but 


things of meaneſt moment, and what I would not 


object myſelf any way to: So that I then began to 
play the prodigal, in going far aſtray from ſuch re- 
ligiaus education as my parents, particularly my 
mother, diligently ſtrove to implant in me, (tho 


my heaat ſtill ſaid, I would have none of Chriſt, 


neither defired I the knowledge of his way.“ O that 

, who with the prodigal have' long been feeding 
deliciouſly on the ſwinith hufks of ſinful and brutiſn 
pleaſures, might at laſt arrive at the prodigaPs re- 
lolution, out of a ſenſe of my atter penury and ab- 
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migbt hare adviſcd me well; but efpecialiy. without 


( 34 ) 
folute neceſſity, to go and return to my father's 


houſe, caſting myſelf down, and . acknowledging 


that I have deeply ſinned * againſt heaven and in 
his fight: Which if were enabled to do in good 
earneſt, 1 might und ubedly expect fach a favou- 
rable reception as he git: For the Lord's hand 


is not ſhortned, that it caenot fave; neither Lie 
Far heavy hat it cannot heard Aud th's employ - 


meat and company 1 chor, vithout ever conſulting 
God, or eying his glory; and hat not fo much tor 
peocuriag my ſelf a handiome way of living, 48 to 
gratify my luſte, in hing more freedom ſtherchy, 
tor golug on in wick «i, coyrſes, But it pleated 4 
haly God to oppoſe all my deligns j becauſe nor in. 
teaded for his giory : Which endesvours if virtuouſ— 


1 deligned, were very awful, And then, without 


any mature confiler iticn, I. deſerted the ſocieties ! 
had formerly been j ind wi hz; not in the leaſt ex- 
amining che differences betwixt theſe. toei ties und 
What 1 cmbracet; but only with vicws to have 
more opportunity. for licentiouſucls, deſpiſing io de 
ove. Of theic: de p.cible, ones whom the worid 
VV WITTT RDneE 

As to my misfortuame marriage, I moſt heartily 
acknowiedge God's divine hand ih it, by permit ing 
me (op account os my ſo much pndervalying that 
we thing nee ful, and not only undervaluing it, 
but greedily going on in the contrary practices, tucl 
as drigking, ſwearing, fabbazh-breaking, &.) to be 
ſo far deprived even of my Ditural ſcuſcs, as 10 
toglithly to court, .upon_ fo ſmall acquaiviance, a 
perſon of whoſe picty 29d. virtue I hal fo tow 
proofs 3' and that without ſo much ss ia the least 


cogſultiag, or infor ming my mother {Whom in diy 


F ought io have regarced) and other friends, who 


# 


35 

my eying and aſking countel of the Lord; that the 

march might be for his Glory. And how do 1 re- 
grate my diſorderly method of proceeding jn it; 
contrary to the order and decency, which Chriſt has 
appointed in his church, and the good laws of men 
have eſtabliſh > Aud my celebrating it with ſuch a 
man, and in ſuch a manner, as corroborated and 
approved of the ſinful ſuperſti ions of the church of 
kngl, id, contrary to my baptiimal and national 
VOWS, and I muſt acknowledge to the light of my 
conſcience «Wo,. I hear it is reported, that our fo 
ſudden marriage was occafioned by her father's get- 
ting us rozether in bed before marriage; which is 
altogether falſe : For ia the ſi hr of Go, I do de- 
clare, till after I was married upon ber, I never 
knew whether ſhe was man or woman And + 
heartily with that God would give me a truc ſizht 
of my great ſins. in being ſo far unduriful, as upon 
my diſguſt at her after marriage, my giving ſuch place 
to that malicious ſpirit to carry me ſo far as for her 
infirmities, to reſolve to deſert her, before 1 vied, 
proper means to reclaim her: My defign in deprt- 
viag her of a livelibood, upon my reſolved ding 
abroad: My deſpiſing of ho dove, and making uſe 
of that as a ſtratagem, to enſhaſe ber: My hearte- 
ning ſo greedily to the ſubtile infiruations of that 
wicked wretch 8Surnbank, ſirſt ta debauch and abuſe 


her chaſtity, and next, by epregiens injuſtice, to 


obtain a divorce againſt her; my entering into, and 


conducting ſo long that heliiſh project; and endea- 


vouring ſo eagerly and malicioully to teke lier off 


by poiſon : My not obſerting the divine hard coun- 
terplonting all my attempts of that kind; Hut" going 


on to other bloody devices : My delighting in the. 
company, and following dhe courſes of, ard tpen- 


d ng what God had given me, in ſupp r'5rg thete 
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36 
wicked and debauched perſons, Bum bank, Fame; 
Miſchet and his wife, who prompted me to, and 
ſerved me in this hateful project, and gratifying o. 
thers of my luſts : My giving myſelf to idleneſs, and 
not attending on theſe honeſt ſtudies which I was 
endued with capacity to attain, and which might 
have made me an uſeſul member of human ſociety, 
and furniſhed myſelf wich an honeſt and confor. 
table way of living, my chooſing to lodge in ſuch 
houſes, whcre I might have no check upon wy 
loofe and licentious practices, but every. thing fui- 
ted to my corrupt inclinations z rather than thoſe 


ia which I might have had examples of, and inſti- 


gations to Godlineſs and ſobriety : Tho' as to what 
che world pleaſes to lay to my charge with. Mrs 


Madam; 1 ſolemaly declare as One upon the con- 


fines of eternity, both before God and man ; that 
I am intirely innocent of ſuch impytations as th 

advance, by affirming me to have carnal knowledge 
of her; and I earneſtly defire, that God, who 
knows the ſecrets of all hearts, whom I call to 


' - witneſs in this, may freely forgive the raiſers of 


ſuck aſperſious; as I frankly do. | 

As to the crime for which I die, I deeply ackow- 
ledge, and unfeignedly bewail it; But OI who 
can ſufficiently declare it's guilt and dreadful ama- 


zing circumſtances, which cloath it with the moſt. 


aſtoniſhing and unparalleled aggravations! My 
heart fails me, to think of them; when I remember 
and conſider, How exceeding, attrocious and he- 
- ious the crime is itſelf; how contrary to the ex- 
preſs letter of God's law; yea, to the ve y light of 
nature, and convictions of my own conſcicnce : 
"How extremely oppoſite to the law of love; as be- 
ing done to my own ſpouſe, my own fleſh; to 
hom I was under the ſtrickeſt bonds of natue, aud 


—— 


| F 
yows to God to defend her from all men; to the 
certain deſtruction of her temporal life, and pro- 
bable ruin of her immortal soul, ſhe not being al- 
lowed time to prepare for death, to pray for pardon 
and to repent of fin. There js alſo a circumſtance 
before the perpreration of the muxther (which tho 
ir came late to my memory) has very much afflicted 
my conſcience as being a deep aggravation of my 
guilt. Upon Sabbath was eight days before that fa- 
tal act, I was in the Carongare church hearing ſer- 
mon, where the miniſter preaching upon the fixth 


_ commandment did in a very pathetic manner diſplay 


the exceeding finfulnefs of ſheding innocent blood ; 
and after ſermon a gentleman in whoſe fear I then 
fat, invited me to Mr, Loid's houſe, in which I had 
never been before that time, which was the very 


houſe we carried her to before, I perpetrated the 


horrid wickedaeſs ; which concurrence of circum- 
ances, tho' then not regarded by me, now plainly 


_ convinces me, that ia the righteous judgment of 


God, theſe very means which tend to the deterring 
of others from fin, had the quite contrary eſtect on 
De.“ a Kan 

Lea, how much ſhamo may I take to myſelf in 
reflecting upon my {in and folly, after I was appre- 
hended, in not being duely affected with the hei- 
nouſneſs of my guilt, fo bighly aggrivate in each 


arcumſtance ; that (as it has now pleaſed a mesci- 


ful God to difcover to me the horrible nature of 


fin in it's lively colours, as ſuch) the leaſt link in 


that chain of wickedneſs, is enough, not only to 


to condemn me, in tho fight of God, thro” all cter- 


nity + but alſo juſtly ro ſentence me before mga, 


How ought I to be deeply humbled under the fee 


; Sf bet” A+ 


or my unfuitable apprehenſions thereof; by, 
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ning myſelf under the e denying tact, at 
Arſt, before the judges ; uſing, all metheds I could 
to elude. the juſt ſentence of law, vaigly to flaucy 
myſelf with hopes of protractipg my ſinful aud vi. 
tous lite, whereby I was ſo far from being any way 
pightly concerned, that I approved of my hateful 
courſes, by adding lying and diſimulation. do my 
other fins. But it ſeemed © 0) in the eyes of à jutt 
God, to reſtrain any of the advocates from pleading 
in my behalf, in order to deprive. me of any vain 
hopes I could intertain of eſcape. But O! that the 


ke Saviour exalted, who is that advocate at the Father's 
EA 


fight hand, might under take for e 
Now, going off the ſtage of time, as 1.expett and 
hope for mercy and pardon at the. hand ot God, 
-thro* Chriſt; 1 heartily crave and aſk par don and 
forgiveneſs of any perſon, of whatever rank and 
ſation, I have apy manner of way injured, or pre- 
Jadg'd, And altho' I have alrcady ſent for A un 
Mall that I might have apportuni'y of ackoowledg- 
ing my offence to him and intreating for fergivencis 
from, and reconciliation with him;  whereto alſe 
he was pleaſed to condeſcend, yet. on this occaſion 
I think, I am bound in duty, in a ſingular manner, 
folemnly to acknowledge the, egregious: offence ] 
Rave done him, whom ! ought to have reverence 
ag a parent; and loved his daughtcr as my ſpouſe, 
30 concealing her infirmitits, &c. and not violently 
to have deſtroyed her body, probably to the ruig 
ef her ſoul; ſor which offence I humbly beg bis 
reconciliation, nd af his pardon; and prays thet 
God may bleſs this ſad diſpenſation to us both. And 
alſo, as I believe Jeſus Chriſt is a Pijuce and a La. 
viour, exalted to give repentence and remiſſion of 
fits; ſo he has enabled me, freely and trankly (0 
ſorpive (ſo far as the ofence ten is to my dilndvene 


* 


telt „ich the tLir 


6 


tage) all offences done to me either by A chibald Urs | 


who fo precipitantly carried me on to ſuch an un- 
lucky marriage, or B:irnbank, James M. cher or 


his wite, whe were the only inityators and ring- lea: 


ders to my commiſſion of ſuch horrid wickedneſs; 


Or whatever a perſions were raiſed in affirming both. 


in town and: country, that I was much given, fince 
| came to pr ion, ig drunkenels; and that 1 made 


ſome attempts violently to take away my own lite by 


potion, and otherw. ys {which were muſt falſe im- 
putatious) or whatever prejudices were entertain'd 


by any other againſt me: As 1 expett forgiveneſs 
of God by Chit, ſo 1 freely pardon all uch and, 
heertily willy; that (. od in his due time m iy dilco+, 


ver to them their error in ſd doing, I do ae mot 


cordially acknowledge the juſtneſs vr my ſeuteace, 
ant am unfeigned!y Tuſible ot the 8. of my 


dees, both iu protracting my time of prepar ati): 


wr denn, a8! 7 mingasi. 23 the Bains, which 42 


Ztrocmus and heiaous 2 crime might have deſervedl. 
As to my pious aod affectionate mother, whom | 


hive by mine extrivagangss O often offcaled, and 


now ythis fatal cataſtr phe of all, done what ia me 


lyes to bring her gray hairs with ſorrow. to the. 


grave: I do "moſt humbly crave her par dog for al 
my difobedicacts and offences, in not embracing here 
p.0u5 und wholeſome adaionit ons; and I pray that, 


ike may be ſupported and comforted of the Lord un 
diet this ſad and af2 ive provideace ; and that the. 


rest of bur children warned by my cx ple, may be 
'nibld by him fo to walk ſo ber y, righieduhy and 
vouiy as they m y pr ve a co font and ttaff, co her 


ag, and reirievc,; in ſome m hu, th 10% ſhe 
TEC br funed in ne 
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when fo much care was taken of me both for my 
attaining the ſpeculative part thereof; and alſo, for 
my putting in practice ſuch things as I was taught: 

But, by che ccrr uption of my nature, willingly 
yielding to the cunning devices of that ſubtile 
adverſary the devil; who makes it always his 
earneſt buſineſs, to ſupreſs any ſuitable impreſſi ons 


of Godlineſs, that may ariſe in a poor Thing's 


breaſt, and divert them from the thoughts of ſuch 
bees 4b matters, by making a deluded creature be- 
eve that ſuch great things as religion are triffles. 
<4 what none but inſignificant perfons, ſuch as 
are contemptable in the world, will give themſelves 
the trouble to notice; and ſo, by caſting wretched 
fnners into indifferency, by degrees brings them to 
doubt of the fundamentals of religion, and.ther:by 
jeags. tnem from evil to worle, till generally they 
come to that pitch, as to doubt of, or even deny 
the exiſtance of a Dicty, a ſuture Being. and = 
the great and weighty points of revealed relipion ; 
ap fo, by the aſſent of the wicked hezrt, are led 
captive at his pleaſure, (which alas! has been my 
cafe) en upon their imbibing ſuch helliſh, foul 
deſttuctire principles, it is ſimply impoflible (unleis 
power fu ly wrought upon by the divine hand) that 


cver any ſuch can come to the right ſenſe of their 


former courſes of rebellion. There is alſo another 
ſnare, whereby that cunning adverſary entangles 
nawary aud dludcd fouls, namely, nourithing tale 
hopes of b- :lieving and repenting on a death bed, 

which I may fiy to my ſad experience: Oh! with 
what bitter lamentation do I now call to mipd, the 
fad and dreadful methods I uſed (when detiphiing 
myſelf in wick*doeſs) to ſupreſs conyiftioos, hen 
any way like to awaken, by my atheiſtically ioter- 
taing ſuch thoughts, as that by the courſe of nature, 


4109 


1 would be allowed ſora: tims on a death-bid wiveres 
in (relying intirely oa my owa ſtrength) alas I 
thought to donail the work ia a ſhort ume before 


death : For I imagined, there was no ſuch difficul- 


ty in attaining ſaving faith and repemance unto hfe, 
as now I find, and 10 l malicionily went on-in ma- 
ny ſoul deſtructiva courſes: And for my Entourage» 
ment ſo to do, I wreſted that place of Teripzure 
concerning AManal/co, with many more inſtances 
wherein are held forth the riches of free grace arld 
mercy, extended to great finners : But it has pleaſed 
a juſt God to deprive me of a bed of ſiekneſs, and 
bring me to theice circumſtances which ſeem melan- 
choly to the world, that I may, undergo puniſhment 
at man's hand according to my defert : And yet 
cho“ my time be determined by men) he hath 
hought fir, for my humiliation to keep me in the 
ſpirit of bondage to fear. Of that he wauld looſe 
my bands, and fignally get, himſelf honour by my 


death, as I have eminently dithonoured bim 1 in * 
life, | 


I now begin to ſez myſelt utterly loſt and Aloe : 


in Adam, as 2 public perſon, undertaking: for al 
his poſterity, by his breach of the corenant of works, 
and thereby tavolving me with others into an abyals 


of fin and miſery « For by ene man fin entered 


into the world, and death by ſin.” But bleffed be 
God, that he bas now diſcovered to me (only fiacc 
ſentence of death paſt upon me) my utter inabilizy 
to fave, or relieve myſelt out of this: thraldom and 
miſery, whereinto by nature I am plunged; nad 
which deſerves eternal damnation, tho' never backed 
by actual tranſgreſſions. And now, what fhail-a 
poor ſinger do, when he fees himſelf lying. uader 
the juſt ſentence of eternal wrath, not only on ac- 


count of original guilt, but alſo by reai00 ot the 


i 
' 


. — 


1 The a 
many ectuil fins he bas committed, perbaps again 
many means and mercies, falling into grols oat- 
breavings (as in my fad and deplorable calc) when 
Ne ſees his fins' before him. the juſtice of God be— 
Hind parſuing hard, and corruption on every fide, 


* 
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N zd no was to eſcape? But this time God mutt | 
Ki work miracles, and get himſelf honour upon our | 
50 nas and corruptions, in blotting them out of the 
12 took of his remembrance, and caſting them into 
= the depths of the fea of forgerfulnel(s ; and that by 
oh Ris infinite tree love and grace, whereby He fv x 
C © foves the world, as to ſend his beloved Son to be \ 
N tho propitjaton for our ſins.)“ O] how ougut we a 
* to give glory to the Father, for contriting tuch n 4 
noble device of falvation, to be accomplithent by | + 
giving his own' Son to the death for ſinners ' And fl tc 

how ought we to aſcribe everlaſting honour tothe | h 
Son, in purchaſing at ſo dear a rate, our reconcilia- ſ t 

tion to God, „ho otherwiſe were paſt all hope of fr 
recovery O met admirable condeiceniion, thet'e- m 

ver God equal wich the Father howd have flooped IF ct 

4 $9 low, as to undertake humane nature; and © thr ri 
4 * he who knew no fin, ſhould become a facritc: 2 
1 for ſin! Now ſince the moſt guilty finner is in f 
5 »vied, and that without money and without price, to 


Mak ing off Bis own rotten rags and putting on the ff th 
Tiphreouſneſs of Chriſt by faith, to pariake of ther If ett 
purchaſed redemption, ſo freely offered to evciy 
oe that will come, yes, ſo freely that we are vp ( 
braided for our not comipg ( © Ye wil net come to ff © 
me, ht Chi, that ye might have lite“) I ſuv, ſiucs W 
wee fo freely invited; How thall I, whoſe fins an 
are of a crimſon dye, think to eſcape, if I neglen | pv 
0 great ſalvston! But dleſled be God, who his w 
now cnabled me to acknowledge bis unſpeakabl: ne 
gon id die, in fparing we ſo long got tak irg the 
me by au mm ediate itroks of bis juſtice, aad 


Q 0% ww 


% 


trrowing me into hell in the very act; of my rebel- 
lion 3 and in tifs diſpenſation to bring me to a more 
ſerious and thorrow review of my ſad condition by 
nature, and by 11numerable actual cranforeflions ; . 
his catehing me Vanalſeh-hkæe) in the thicket ot 

affliction, opening my heart to tepent, believe his 
mercy, and expect remiſſion of ſins thro! Jeſus 


Chriſt, whom TI have with all my ſoul and heart en- 


dearoured to embrace, and ſubmit myſelf«nnto as 

my Prophet, Prieſt and King, to enlighten my dark- 
nels, waſh away my guilt, and ſubdue my rebelliovs 
will to an intire unreſerved ſubjection to the holy 
and rizhteous will ot God: Aad bleſſed for ever be 


his glori ions name, who has given me an heart te 


accept wiling'y of the punifhment of my ſin, and 
10 acknowledge his juſtice and {overeignity ; yea, 
his infinitely good and wiſe diſpenſation in bringing 
me ivto this affliftion, What ſhall I ſay: of God's 
free grace and mercy? O] that God would enlarge 
my heart, and open my clofed lips, to publiſer to all 
creutures how far the Lord has manifeſted the 
riches thereof to my poor ſoul, which was ſunk in 
an abyſs of mifery, without ever: hope-of recovery : 
til! ic pleaſe the powerful Oae, to manifeſt himſeli 
to be fueh an one as he is in redeeming«me out of 
the jaws of hell; into which I had immerſed; myſelt 
eternally, bad not God, thro” Chriſt, © pluckt me 
as a brand out of the fire ; in opening the priſon 
doors, and ſetting me at liberty from the bondage 
© of Satan,” whoſe captive I have too long been. 
Vihat matter of Aamir ation is it, that ever a holy 
and juſt Gol ſhould have caſt his eye in mercy v- 
pon me, © the chief of fianers,” who have made it 
wy bubgef to delight myſelf in the works of dark- 
nets, moſt dart of my ſnort life! Bur very oft, of 
the rudeſt pieces of clay, that. moſ} excellent potter 
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makes. © veſſe's of honour, the more to manifest 


his fiagular power and art : © For as the heavens are 


© higher than the earth, ſo are his ways higher thi 
our ways, and his thoughts than our thoughts. 
Well may I ſay, His mercics are above all his othe- 
« works.” O to have ſuitable apprehenſions of his 
great mercy for not cutting me off in the very per. 
petration of ſome of my horrid crimes {which have 
been very many) but in lengthaing out my time, 0 
wait to be gracious, and to work wondertully in hi; 
wiſe providence upon my foul, in redeeming, rege- 
nerating, juſtifying, ſanctifying, and giving me thc 


hope of eternal lite thro” Jeſus Chriſt ! What is man, 


whoſe breath is in his noſtriles, that the God of 


heaven, whom myraids of angels do ſerve, ſhould 


ever have condeſcended fo; far as to take notice of 
him, who: ſo rebelliouſly forſook his maker, and 


and brake the covenant ! And not only did he con- 


deſcend to Fake notice of him, but in ſuch. a man- 
ner, as, When he was caſt out in the open field, 


to the loathing of his perſon; to ſay unto him, 


when he was in his blood, live; yea, to ſay to 
© him, when he was in his blood, live.” 

No in the faith and hope of what I have ſaid 
© (and I heartily wiſh, that God may make ufe of it, 


das a mean to prevail with both old and young; bu 


* eſpecially thoſe of the younger fort, whoſe unbrid- 


led paſſion and youthful luſts very oft hurry them 


into groſs {nares, as in my recent deplorable inf: 
« tance, to forſake their evil ways and their unrigh- 
« teous thoughts, and to return to the Lord, and 
© he will have mercy upon them, and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon ;_ which is the car 


_ « neſt defire of my ſoul, they may do, fo that they 
may be juſtified by the blood of Chriſt, and ſcrec- 
« ned under the convert of his wings, in that diy 


when the Lord ariſeth to ſhake terribly the carth, 
in that great day, when the full and unbelieving, 
&c. ſhall call to the hills and ts the mountains to 
fall upon them and cover them for fear of tbe 
Lord, and for the glory of his Majeſty; and who 
ſhall have their part in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimſtone) I ſay, in the faith of what 
I have ſaid, I willingly and chearfully refign my 
ſpirit to him who gare it, who is one in three and 
three in one: For duſt we are, and to duft we 
muſt return: And bleſſed be God in lovely Jeſus, 
that I am now enabled by faith, to look upoh all 
ſublunary things, as dung in compariſon of the 
excellency of Chriſt, O for tongues of Angets, te 


extol him, never enough to be extolled, who out 


of meer love did undertake for us poor frail worms, 
who had ruined ourſelves on many accounts, and 


notwithſtanding thereof he extended the bowels of 
compaſſion towards us, and that in an eminent 


manner, by relieving us of all our fins, and nailing 
them to his croſs, and cloathing us with his righ- 
tcouſneſs, that he might preſent us pure and ſpot- 
leis to the Father. What further ſhall I fay of 
lweet and lovely Chriſt, All I can do, it to mul- 
tiply words without knowledge; for it is impoſſible 
for a created being can in the leaft comprehend 
that boundleſs ocean of love, which he bears to 
his; O! for the light of Pis reconciled counte - 
"ance to ſhine vpon me | O for his favour for life 
lies in his favour 1 All ye hoſts in heaven, and in - 


habitants of the earth priſe and exalt him, and 


magnify the greatneſs gf the riches of his free grace 
and me*cy on my behalf, | 


And now I bid adicu to all earthly comforts and 


20)oyments, to this vain tranſitory world, the ſtate 
of finning and ſorrow: And welcome heaven aged 


* 
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eternal enjoyment ot Ged and the Lamb, thi 
through faith in his blood, I (though the chief of 
Naners) hope to obtain: Oh that * would cnab'e 
me perfectly iu this faith and hope, that I miy with 


that cbriſtian braveiy and reſolution, & tha: 1 Nay 


even to my lateft breath": being ful.y perfwaded, 
* Geath in his moſt appealing and dreadful may be 
m:ide' ay. fr end, torsugb. the tcarh ofen 7 Lord 


and Saviour Jeſak Chriſt, in pole ne 1 com. 
re 


NICOL MUSySCHET 


mit 3 a Copy wat of fir fr printed tr. 
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So when this corrupiibt. hall have put on incor- 
ruption; and tins mortal h have put on iamer- 
tity, then ſhall be Brought o piſs the laying thut 


is r Death is Nrallowe up in victory. O 


deuh, where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy 
vitory 3 Tae ſting of death is tn, and the ſireagth 
of ſin is the law. But thanks. be to God, which 
vverh us the victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Therefore my beloved brethren; be ye ſtedfaſt, un- 
moveable always abounding ina the work of ihe Lord, 
foraſmuch as you know that your labour is not in 
Vain 1a the Lord, 


"x — =. 2 > bw | 1 mY rr 


- 
> 
= 4 4 1 7 
— 1 — " & 
* 1 4 9 Ef 
* Ss EE 4 # 
us : 
- * A OR til 
* o * 4 s A ie „ N 1 
7. 1 
Fi * 1 # i * * * 
oy " 
. , 
" 
* * I + * s of ® 
04 * wy 
po « 5 1 
— 1 * * — 
a , 4 7 
o a * 
4 * 4 
E 
8 
* 4 W go * 1 
# 0 a * th. 5 - * ” 
* 8 
8 9 
- 3, 
% *. 
* 5 * 
- * * 4 wa” + 
* FI. * . , 
f 8 % > 4 5 we a 4 8 
' n 
F 1 7 PR %. = 2 
* L af * * 
* = © - * A 
4 
& .. . 4 * J 
. : * Y * 5” WW 4 . . 
wal 1 * * F 
2 8 * » ' 
* : * — 
. ol Fl. 
p * > 
* 
CR | 
- + $ 4 * 7 
4 » 2 * Pe * 4 
5 * * i a : * 
- a 1 % SY "Wwe." 4 s a 
Y + _ F 
* * | 
1 * 7 * — + 
ce 


A TRUE > 044 4 
IL E T1 


Sent by the Lady Bog hall, to her ſon Nicol 
Muſchet, then under ſentence of death. in 


* 


Tolbooth of Edinburgh. 
| Boghall, 21. Nov. 1720, * 


NICOL. 


192 now in writing, give you ſuch expreſſions of 
affections, as I formerly uſed, for you have by your 
wicked and. abominable crimes, made me aſhamed and 
ſorry to own the relation of a mother to you. Wo is me, 
that ever I ſhould have born and nurſed up ſuch a rebel- 
lions ſon, that has not only been unnatural many ways 
to me, and ſet light by all my admonitions and reproofs; 
but has now added this I and horrid ſim to all for- 


80 


deer debaucheries, to put hand in ſo unatural and bar. 0 
2) barous a manner in your own fleſh, and murder the wife 3 
* of your bofom. You are now in God's righteous judge- 0: 
% ments, for all your ſins, which are naked and open in A 
3 his fight, brought into a priſon and expecting the deſer- t! 
= ved punichment of your unparalled barbar t . It is no time 0 

to fatter yourſelf with thoughts of eſcaping the ſtroke ot * 

. deſerved juſtice, by placing advocates to plead in your 1 


dehalf, and denying the fact before the judges: Let d 
Joſhua's words to Achan be duly pondered by you, and tl 


N 
Fx 


how fearfully thou has provoked the holy and righteuus tc 
God to wrath __ thy your ſoul, by trampling on his ye 
1 


ka ul glory to God, by afull, free and engeniaus confe!- 0 
5 fon: and inſtead of contriving ways to ſave your natural It 
* lite, fee to that you ſpend what a little inch of your time ſh 
E . "Tac 3 0 - 
now remains, in a ſolemn ſerious preparation tor death, fr 
| Conſider, I beſeech thee, oh poor misfortunate wretch, tt 
* thy loſt eſtate by nature, the unmortified wickedneſs that ſe 
4 Is in thy heart, to which thou haſt given ſuch looſe reins, L 
" Holy laws, and diſpiſing all his holy and righteous admo- ne 
nit ons, warnings and reproofs, ſinning againftſo much IF 


light, means and mercies, and that ſo enormouſly ſhew- by 
ing, That thy only pleaſure was Jin doing the Works of f 
the devil, and reproaching thy Maker by ſinning pre- jo 
ſumptuouſly againſt him. Surly, if ever the Lord give if 
| thee a right fight of thyſelf in mercy, thou wilt ſce thy- be 
Jelf the chief of ſinners. But, oh! I fear thou art far th 
from ſuch a ſight of thy miſerable and dangerous condi- fe 


tion, thou indeed brought me low by many fad conr- p. 
Yes of wickedneſs; but that which troubles me moſt, goes er 
meareſt my heart now ſunk into a benumbneſt, with ma- of 


ny multiplied ſorrows is, that when I was with you! fo 
lan ſo ſmall 2 of your being ſenſible of the greatneſs m 
of your wickedneſs, and no evidence of godly ſorrow and be 
true repentence. Oh Nicol think of it m good earneſt, I fo! 


how near vou are to the pit of deſtruction, kew few days we 
Wall land Hur poor ſoul in that burting lake of fire and I P! 
brimſtonc if an occaſion of infinite mercy and grace pre- pl 


vent it not, if the precious blood of Chriſt the Lamb ot 111 


— 


God, that takes away the ſins of the world, be not appli 


7c 5r- 


ed to your guilty ſoul, to waſh away the dreadful fume. 
of all your he ious fins, and particularly blood-guiltineſs: 
And does thou tuink, thou O deluded wretch; to get 
this mercy without being heartily concerned for it with- 
out deep and unfeigned repentance. It may be Nicol, 
ye are concerned for the outward miſery and misfortune 


ye have involved yourſelf into, and that ignominious' 


death that you mult ſuffer, as the condign punihment of 
this your crime; but alas! what is all that to the wrath: ' 
of an incenſed God, which ye muſt bear to all eternity? 
If God, whois rich in mercy, upon your repentance, and 
lying to Chriſt prevent it not, all that you have to ſuffer 
from the hand of man, is Juſt nothitig in compariſon ot 
that wrath, O let the conſideration of this throughly at» 
ſect your heart and be earneſt in ſupplication to the 
Lord, for grace to repent and believe in the Lord Chriſt 
for pardon : what a comfort wovld it be to me to hear, 
you had got a right ſight of your: fins in mercy, I would 
near the indiznation-of the Lord, in this aſtoniſhing ca- 
lamity that has befallen me in my old age, and is lixe to 


bring my gray hairs to the grave with forrow. 


| would bear it, 1 ſay with patience, yea, with 
joy, if joy could enter ſuch a diſconfolate heart as mine, 
if I had any juſt ground of hope of your poor ſeul's well 
being. I dare not have one with that you ſhould eſcape 


the hand of juſtice from man, as to your body; for - 


feu it would be no mercy to y6u, tho“ ſuch a thing were 


poſſible to be obtained But my heart, s deſire and pray- 
er to God for you, is, that you might get a ſaving caſt 
of free grace, to work in you a real godly ſorrow, for 
for all your bloody and heinous crimes, that your ſpirit 
migh be ſaved in the day of the Lord, though your fleſh __ 
be juſtly deſtroyed; and that as you have been eminent 
for diſhonouring the Lord by your ſin, you. might be 'a 
wonder of the riches of free grace and mercy, iu being 
plicked as a brand out of the fire and as a poor loſt ſheep 
plucked by the ſhepherd, out of the jaws of the devou- 
ring lion the devil: But though I, and all the chriſtians 
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not hearty in ſeeing it yourlelf, and get Chr 


may have glory, and caſt yourſelf at the ſeet of his glo- 
rious majeſty, begging mercy through .our Lord Jeſus 


fore the tribunal of 21 judge of all the earth. 
from your afflited ſorro ful and diſeonſolate mother. 
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that ever heard of 0 FLY, pray for this, if you be 
iſ placed as 
Advocate and interceſſor at the Fathers right hand 
need never-look to obtain it, or then be earneſt with 
the Lord about this . and 2 Fo you 1 this 
aur one ching and give glory to y an upright con 
felon of all your ns, io ſhame to — 2 ther he 


Chriſt, whoſe blood only waſhes the penitent and bro- 
ken hearted believers from all ſin. The Lord himſelf 
give yon grace to conſider what 1 ſay, that I be 
not a witneſs againſt you in that day, when you ſtand be- 


It may be this may be the [aſt advice you ſhall ever have 
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